THE GREAT TUDORS
nay, a very home of idolatry." " No wonder," wrote More
to Colet, " your school raises a storm, for it is like the wooden
horse in which armed Greeks were hidden for the ruin of
barbarous Troy." In truth, the New Learning threatened
established traditions, and when joined with the moral
fervour and hatred of hypocrisy which Golet never con-
cealed, was abhorrent to vested interests in the Church,
always eager to detect and punish anything that smacked of
heresy. The Bishop of London, Fitzjames, was a particular
enemy of Golet, and on more than one occasion laid charges
against him before Archbishop Wareham; but the Arch-
bishop, so far from upholding them, showed his sympathy
with Colet by appointing him to preach before the meeting
of Convocation in February 1511-12.
This famous sermon, it has been said, deserves to be called
the overture in the great drama of the English Reformation.
More than a century had passed since Wyclif and his
disciples had denounced scandals and abuses in the Church,
and now again there came forward one who, though no
" Protestant," was equally fearless and in a position of
greater authority. Convocation had been summoned by
order of the King, to vote money for the war in defence of
the Pope against Louis XII, and also to take into considera-
tion measures for the extirpation of heresy. Bishops, deans,
abbots and priors from the whole province of Canterbury
were present, among them, no doubt, Thomas Wolsey, Dean
of Lincoln, now rapidly coming to the fore. To speak
plainly before such a congregation demanded courage;
Colet was not found wanting. Taking as his text1 the
words of St. Paul (Romans xii. 2):
"Be ye not conformed to this world: but be ye
reformed in the newness of your understanding, that ye
may prove what is the good will of God, well pleasing
and perfect,"
he divided his sermon into two main heads, Conformation to
the world and Reformation.
" By the world," he said, " the Apostle means the
worldly way and manner of living, which consists chiefly
1 The sermon was delivered in Latin, but an early translation has been
preserved, possibly made by Colet himself. I have modernised the spelling.
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